
Firefly: Journey to Ariel – script excerpt

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE

River is sitting in the navigator's chair with Simon standing behind her. 
They both gaze out the window and watch Early's ship start to lift off. 

SIMON
I'm worried about them. 

RIVER
(suddenly gets a premonition)

You should be. 

River gazes out the window and upward. Just then, an explosion is heard 
just outside the ship as a projectile of some kind hits a nearby rock 
outcropping. 

EXT. SKY ABOVE SERENITY

Niska's ship comes into view, firing on Early's ship. 

INT. EARLY'S SHIP - BRIDGE

Inara frantically tries to hail Serenity. 

INARA
(over the comm)

Serenity! This is Inara! Mal, are you there? 

SIMON (V.O.)
This is Simon. What's your status? 
                  

INARA
(over the comm)

Don't think we've been hit yet but it's just a matter
of time! Get Mal! 
                                                        1

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE

Just then, Mal enters the bridge. 

MAL
(taking the handset from Simon)

Inara - get the hell outta here! 
(gets an idea)

No...wait...circle back around if you can. 

INARA (V.O.)
Why? 



MAL
(over to comm)

Just do it!!! 

Mal puts down the handset to talk to the others. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Simon, tell Kaylee to open the cargo bay door ...one 
o' ya get Jayne down there...and tell him to bring 
Sophie! 

Mal runs off the bridge. 

ANGLE ON EARLY'S SHIP CIRCLING AROUND SO IT'S HEADING BACK TOWARDS 
SERENITY, WITH NISKA'S SHIP IN HOT PURSUIT. 

INT. NISKA'S SHIP - BRIDGE

NISKA
Can someone please explain to me why dat bounty 
hunter's ship is still flying? 

GUNNER
That minx musta sabotaged us worse than I thought. I 
can't lock on to a target. 

NISKA
Den I suggest you improve your aim. Must I remind you
what happens to doz who fail me? 

INT./EXT. SERENITY CARGO BAY / OUTSIDE THE SHIP

Mal bolts into the cargo bay. Jayne is already there, carrying his precious
bazooka. 

JAYNE
How'd you know I brought Sophie to the ship? 

                                  
MAL

Didn't. Just a hunch. Hurry - let's get 'er set up 
outside.                                             

Mal grabs Jayne by the shirt and pulls him along as they rush outside. They
get clear of Serenity to get a good look at the two incoming ships. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Jayne, you got one good shot at that other ship. Make
it count. 

JAYNE
(crouches; adjusts 
scope; takes aim)

C'mon Sophie honey...make daddy proud. 



Jayne FIRES! A projectile STREAKS towards the ship. It's a DIRECT HIT on 
one of the engines! The EXPLOSION ENGULFS the ship in FLAMES. 

It immediately begins its death spiral back to earth, SMOKE BILLOWING from 
what's left of the ship. It crashes to earth, creating an even bigger 
EXPLOSION. 

Mal is elated; He tries to figure out how to thank Jayne without appearing 
overly emotional. He looks at Jayne but no words come so he simply gives 
Jayne a nod. Jayne smiles back, almost cocky. 

                                MAL
Not ta ruin the moment we're havin' right now, but I 
kinda need to find out if everyone up there... 

(glances skyward)
...is ok.


